Archetypal/Mythopoeic criticism

Archetypal Criticism:


A particular form of structural criticism, focus is on the relationship b/t the text 
and the whole body of literature (intertextuality) based on archetypal structure or 
patterns
.  Archetypal criticism is based on insights dating back at least to Plato.  
For centuries, philosophers and theologians observed that identical characters, 
images, situations and ideas occurred in literature (particularly myths, religion, 
art, and folklore) of cultures widely separated by time and space.  No explanation 
of cultural transmission or basic human nature could account for the repeated 
occurrence of these universal human experiences.  Theses recurring motifs, 

images, or patterns are often called “archetypes of the collective unconscious”. 
The repeated experiences of our species shaped these archetypes and myths, 
religions, dreams, fantasies, art, and literature express them.  They reflect he 
deepest experiences and meanings of the human race.  The archetypal critic 
examines literature in terms of these archetypes, reasoning that to recognize them 
puts us in touch with deepest meaning of the text.  The power of certain texts 
resides just here, in the presence of the archetypes that resonate deeply within the 
reader
.    

Student Tasks:

1. Who are the most influential proponents of this type of critical theory?

2. What are some of the major concepts, ideas, characteristics, etc., of this type of theory?  How does one employ/use these concepts?

3. What kinds of questions would an archetypal reading of a text produce/pose/employ, or kinds of explorations does an archetypal reading encourage?

4. What are the strengths of this type of reading practice?

5. Does the group see or feel that there are some weaknesses in this type of reading?   
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